





























Fundamental consideration about the Korean residents in Japan
Tomoo KASETANI
Japanese society does not consist of only "people" who have Japanese nationality.
The Korean residents in Japan are not "people" who have Japanese nationality. But they 
are also a member of this Japanese society, of course. The Korean residents in Japan are 
"ethnic minority." They are historical existence, and are political entity. 
They are threatened by the pressures of exclusion and assimilation in Japanese society. 
Although it can be said that rent housing discrimination, employment discrimination, etc. 
have decreased compared to the past, they are not lost but discrimination still exist. And in 
order to escape discrimination, some people use the Japanese name or change nationality. 
This is the pressure of assimilation. So, the pressure of exclusion and that of assimilation 
are two sides of the same coin.
Reducing the pressures of both exclusion and assimilation is the one of the most important 
subjects assigned to Japanese people.
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